Sedimentary Environments

Grand Canyon

sedimentary rocks form as layer upon layer of
sediment accumulates. These strata or beds are the
single most characteristic feature of sedimentary
rocks.
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{Sedimentary rock

Rock formed from the
weathered products of pre-
existing rocks that have been
transported, deposited, and
lithified.

sedimentary rocks exhibit a variety of structures that
help us to interpret past geological conditions.

Each layer is unique. The variations among strata
reflect the conditions under which each layer was
deposited.
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Ripple marks

small waves of sand that
develop on the surface of a
sediment layer by the action of
moving water or air.

Ripple marks are associated with currents of air and
water or with the back and forth movement of waves.

Cross-bedding occurs in sand dunes and certain
stream deposits. This cross-bedded sandstone in Zion
National Park was once dunes.
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...whereas fine particles settle in the quiet waters of a
swamp, lake, or lagoon.
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