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Note that this identification key divides minerals into three
groups. Click on each group to look it over.
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First, does this sample exhibit metallic luster?
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In this exercise you are going to use the mineral identification
key shown above to identify some common minerals.
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Try to identify the sample shown above using the following
steps ...
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Light colored? Correct, this mineral is in leirlls

Group Ill: nonmetallic, light colored. L)
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Is this a light colored, non-metallic mineral?
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Look over Group Il mineral descriptions.
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Softer than glass but | MInErals]
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What is the hardness of this sample?
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Magnetism
no

1T i st

no reaction |/ Glossal ’
Streak
white

Feel

no distinctive feel : G 1 | w ”
Specific Gravity : | :
2.2-2.6

Examine the cleavage of this sample and click on any of the
above “tools” to help narrow down your selection.

Next, you need to determine the hardness of this sample using
a glass plate (hardness 5.5) and fingernail (hardness 2.5). Click
on each tool.

Softer than | Cleavage | White, yellowish to Calcite ure) NEN
glass but present colorless; H=3; three (CaCo,)

harder than directions of cleavage

a fingernail at 75°; effervesces in

(25-55) HCI; translucent

White to gray; three Dolomite
directions of cleavage; | CaMaiCO;),
often as masses of
crystals; effervesces
only when powdered

White to colorless; Halite

H=2.5; three directions | (NaCh A
of cleavage at 90°; ‘\w
salty taste i <
[ Main
Softer than Yellow, purple, green, | Fluorite
glass but colorless; H=4; white (CaF,)
harder than streak; translucent;
afingernail | Cleavage four directions of

(2.5-5.5) present cleavage

We now know that this sample must be one of four minerals.
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H=25; three directions | (NaC ( |
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Softer than Yellow, purple, green, Fluorite

glass but colorless; H=4; white | (CaF,) : i
harder than streak; translucent; w w
afingernall | Cleavage four directions of

(25-5.5) present cleavage

Click on the correct mineral.
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Now scroll through the approprlate group of the Mlneral

Identification Key and determine which minerals match this
category of hardness and luster.
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Can VOU idEl‘ItlfV thlS mlneral? TVDG the mlneral 'S name above.
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Examlne the cleavage of thls sample and click on anv of the
above “tools” to help narrow down your selection.
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Uslng the kev provlded in this section vou can identlfy mineral
samples that you possess, or those provided by your Instructor.



