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Learning Objectives

After reading, studying, and discussing the chagtedents should be able to:

Briefly define geology as a science.

Explain the relationship between geology, peopid, the environment.

Discuss the history of geology, including the cqrisef uniformitarianism and catastrophism.
Briefly explain relative dating of geologic evemtsd the geologic timescale.

Briefly discuss the nature of scientific inquirydascientific methods.

Define and briefly discuss the major “spheres” aftk.

Explain Earth system science and the changes iegddlvnatural systems.

Discuss Earth as a system.

Explain the concept of the rock cycle.

Briefly discuss the formation of the solar systenthie nebular hypothesis.

Compare and contrast the layers of Earth that efieetl by composition with those defined by
physical properties.

Discuss the theory of plate tectonics and listtktinee types of plate boundaries.
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