
1. What is the contour interval?

2. Calculate the stream gradient ofBig Wildhorse Creek from the Gravel Pit in
section21 to where the creek crosses the road in section 34.

3. What is the highest elevation of the jeep trail? If you followed the jeep trail from the highest
point to where it intersects an unimproved road,what would be your change in elevation?
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Topographic maps show two-dimensional representations of EarthÕs surface.With
these maps,you can determine how steep a hill is,what direction streams flow,

andwhere mines,wetlands,and other features are located.

Problem

How can you use a topographic map to interpret
information about an area?

Materials

ruler
string
pencil

Using a Topogr aphic Map

P R E PA R A T I O N

1. Use the map to answer the following
questions.Be sure to check the mapÕs scale.

2. Use the string to measure distances between
two points that are not in a straight line.Lay
the string along the curves,and then measure
the distance by laying the string along the ruler.

3. Remember that elevations on United States
Geological Survey maps are given in feet.

P R O C E D U R E
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Using a Topogr aphic Map

1. Does Big Wildhorse Creek flow all year round? Explain your answer.

2. What is the shortest distance along roads from the Gravel Pit in section 21 to the
secondary highway?

3. In the space below, draw a profile of the land surface from the bench mark in section
22 to the Gravel Pit in section 33.

C O N C L U D E  A N D  A P P L Y

4. If you started at the bench mark (BM) on the jeep trail and hiked along the trail and
the road to the Gravel Pit in section 21,how far would you have hiked?

5. What is the straight-line distance between the two points in question 4? What is the
change in elevation?

A N A L Y Z E
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Using a Topogr aphic Map


